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December Accomplishments 

⦁ Fifth graders dove into one of America’s first 

mysteries: the lost colony of Roanoke. Using a 

variety of print (Roanoke Island: The Town the 

Vanished, by Kevin Blake), video (History.com’s 

Mystery at Roanoke, America Unearthed: Mystery 

at Roanoke and Expedition Unknown: The Lost 

Colony of Roanoke) and digital resources 

(TrueFlix’s The North Carolina Colony), students 

collected evidence that supported six possible 

theories about what happed to the English colonists, 

and used that evidence to support which theory they 

thought happened.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

⦁ On December 11 we took part in Hour of Code! 

The Hour of Code started as a one-hour introduction 

to computer science, designed to demystify "code", 

to show that anybody can learn the basics, and to 

broaden participation in the field of computer 

science. It has since become a worldwide effort to 

celebrate computer science, starting with 1-hour 

coding activities, but available all year long through 

the links on the Media Center webpage and my 

webpage.  

Important Dates 
 

1/2: First day back to school! 

1/6 – 1/16: STAR testing window 

1/17: Early dismissal at 12 PM (no lunch served) 

1/20: No school (MLK, Jr. Day) 

1/24: Botelle School Geography Bee  

         at 2 PM 

1/28: Cultural Event – Forward Motions  

          BMX at 9 AM 
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⦁ Though it was only three weeks of school, fifth 

graders worked hard learning and utilizing self-

assessment strategies in December. We focused on 

three subject areas; reading, writing and math, and 

will have the opportunity to apply our skills to social 

studies projects in the future.  

     In writing, students were able to self-assess with a 

checklist of all the success criteria (necessary skills 

to be successful) we used throughout our personal 

narrative unit. Each success criteria was given a 

highlight color, and students went back into their 

personal narratives to highlight all of the times they 

used each success criteria. Using this visual, students 

could determine if they had not applied the success 

criteria, started to, or were successful in fully 

applying the skill.  

     In math, students have been focusing on 

explaining their thinking using evidence, math 

vocabulary and transition words. A given rubric 

allowed them to keep track of what was needed.  

     Reading responses also provided experience in 

using a rubric to enhance their writing. First, 

students used the rubric to assess five sample reading 

responses, one at each possible level. Then, they 

applied that practice to writing their own reading 

response to conclude our unit on theme.    

    You can see examples of what each self-

assessment activity looks like on the Class Dojo 

story.  
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Supporting Your Child at Home 

 Make studying social studies flashcards a family activity  

 

December 

 

 

Current Read Alouds 

                                                                                           Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli  

 

                                   Blood on the River by Elisa Carbone 
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Congrats Fiona for earning 

the new academic SOAR 

eagle for 5th grade! 

 

On the Horizon 
 

Math & Writing: Look for the volume test to be coming 

home to be signed and returned the first week back in 

January. I will also be sending home the pre-assessment 

and final copy of your child’s personal narrative. Please 

also return this as it stays in the office as part of your 

child’s academic literacy folder.  

Social Studies: You’re invited to the finals of the Botelle 

School National Geographic Geography Bee! Come cheer 

on Michela, Alyssa and Fiona as they compete against the 

fourth and sixth grade finalists on January 24th at 2 PM.  

Reading: Our non-fiction reading unit will kick off the first 

week of January!  

Other: Enrichment clusters are coming in February! 

Enrichment clusters allow groups of students who share a 

common interest to come together once a week during 

specially designed time blocks to produce a product, 

performance or targeted service based on that common 

interest. Educators use this bock of time to turn students’ 

attention toward authentic learning with real-world 

applications.  

 

 


