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We celebrated 

the 100th day of 

school in 

February by 

completing the 

Marshmallow 

Challenge! 

 

February Accomplishments 

⦁ Our Soup-er Bowl food drive in the beginning of the 

month was a success! Students made poster 

advertisements, decorated boxes, volunteered some of 

their recess time to count donations and made daily 

announcements as they continued their practice of 

active citizenship and helping their community. We 

gathered a total of 225 donations for Norfolk’s food 

pantry at the Congregational Church. Check out the 

back of this newsletter for some pictures!  

⦁ Students practiced nonfiction writing this month 

through researching, taking notes, and writing about 

teen activists. They learned how to write a claim, 

introduction, organize their thoughts in three body 

paragraphs, and wrap up their ideas through a 

conclusion.  

⦁ What an amazing group of colonial craftsmen and 

women we have in fifth grade! I couldn’t be more 

excited about the three posters students turned in 

highlighting the tools and products of their chosen trade, 

and the awesome trade signs that accompanied them. 

Thank you for your support at home by helping with the 

reading and research, discussing their designs, fostering 

their creativity and keeping them on track throughout 

the three weeks.   

⦁ A tradition in fifth grade is hosting the March 

Madness Tournament of Books for the school. To 

prepare for this year’s tournament, students created the 

bracket and match ups by selecting numbered ping pong 

balls out of a hat that corresponded with a book. This 

created a completely original bracket unlike any others 

from the past six years. Look for a link so you can vote 

digitally this year!  

Important Dates 
 

3/1: March Madness Tournament of Books Opening Week 

3/2: Read Across America Day  

3/7: March Madness Tournament of Books Sweet 16 

3/14: March Madness Tournament of Books Elite 8 

3/15: Good News Gathering (10 AM) 

3/18: 2nd Progress Report comes home 

3/21: March Madness Tournament of Books Final 4 

3/23: Half day - Parent/Teacher conferences (afternoon)  

3/24: Half day - Parent/teacher conferences  

         (evening)  

3/28: March Madness Tournament of  

          Books Championship Week  
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Supporting Your Child at Home 

 Have your child practice proper typing habits once or twice a week. Check out the website Typing 

Club. They can create an account with their school Google accounts to keep track of their progress 

and keep track of their typing speed and accuracy.   
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Current Read Aloud 

Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser 

Soup-er Bowl Food Drive! On the Horizon 
 

Writing: With students having a firm grasp on the 

organization of a nonfiction essay through our teen 

activism research and writing, they will take the next 

step by writing a chapter book. Fining inspiration from 

the teen activists they researched, students brainstormed 

issues that they found important to fix in the world and 

are diving into research and more nonfiction writing 

skills.   

Reading: Read Across America Day is Wednesday, 

March 2nd, on Dr. Seuss’s birthday! This year we will 

celebrate with 15 minutes of “Drop Everything and 

Read” followed by a read aloud by a special mystery 

guest reader.  

Other: The Good News Gathering on March 15th will 

feature a former Norfolk teacher, Mrs. Fran Fratini 

Cooper. Mrs. Cooper is in her 90’s and students will 

learn what school was like when she taught at Norfolk 

Center School. Please check out the Botelle School 

website if you’re interested in attending! 


