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Important Dates 
 

1/4: First day back to school! 

1/15: Early dismissal at 1 PM  

         (Teacher In-Service)  

1/18: No school (MLK, Jr. Day) 

 

December Accomplishments 

⦁ In continuation of the Region 7 commitment to 

teach Social Emotional Learning, or SEL, we’ve 

begun working with the Mood Meter to enhance self 

and social awareness. This tool supports the 

development of a nuanced emotion vocabulary and 

a range of strategies for regulating emotion. One 

way we’ve begun to use the Mood Meter is by 

analyzing the description, dialogue and actions of 

Samuel, our main character in Blood on the River. 

You can learn more about the Mood Meter by 

watching the overview video on my website. 

⦁ In social studies, fifth graders dove into one of 

America’s first mysteries: the lost colony of 

Roanoke. Using a variety of print (Roanoke Island: 

The Town the Vanished, by Kevin Blake), video 

(History.com’s Mystery at Roanoke, and Expedition 

Unknown: The Lost  

Colony of Roanoke)  

and digital resources  

(TrueFlix’s The  

North Carolina  

Colony), students  

collected evidence  

that supported six  

possible theories  

about what happed  

to the English  

colonists. Using that  

evidence, students shared  

which theory they believe  

happened to the colonists  

by using a new technology  

tool – Storyboard That.  

 
 

 

CONTINUED ON BACK  

 

On the Horizon 
 

Math & Writing: Look for the unit two math test to 

be coming home to be signed and returned the first 

week back in January. I will also be sending home the 

pre-assessment and final copy of your child’s personal 

narrative. Please also return this as it stays in the office 

as part of your child’s academic literacy folder.  

Science: Our next switch is scheduled for the 

beginning January and will explore matter and energy 

in organisms and ecosystems.   

Social Studies: The Geography Bee is coming in 

2021! This year’s Geo Bee will take on a new format 

to eliminate chance by having all students answer the 

same questions in each round. Our Botelle School 

champion will be decided between the 4th, 5th and 6th 

graders, but there will be no state or national finals.  

Reading: Our non-fiction reading unit will kick off 

the first week of January!  

SEL: We will focus on to units when we return in 

January. The first is Community Safety and Climate 

with a focus on revisiting the Class Charter. The 

second unit is an exploration of the feeling word 

“committed” which we will tie into New Year’s 

resolutions and examine how we can be committed in 

the classroom.   
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Supporting Your Child at Home 

 Make sure you child is getting enough sleep! A consistent sleep schedule can help lead to higher 

energy, better focus and concentration, retention of information, control of impulses, management of 

emotion and creativity in problem solving.    

 

Current Read Aloud 

Blood on the River 

by Elisa Carbone 

⦁ Thank you for your help and participation in our 

writing celebration! Though we wish you could 

have joined us in the classroom, we had a blast 

making and watching our personal narratives 

using My Simple Show. It may even be a new fifth 

grade tradition!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

⦁ On December 11 we took  

part in Hour of Code! The  

Hour of Code started as a  

one-hour introduction to computer  

science, designed to demystify  

"code", to show that anybody  

can learn the basics, and to  

broaden participation in the  

field of computer science.  

It has since become a  

worldwide effort to celebrate  

computer science, starting with  

1-hour coding activities, but  

available all year long through  

the links on the Media Center  

webpage and my webpage. 

Congrats Landon for earning 

the SOAR eagle for 5th grade! 
 

My Simple Show is  

a video creation tool that picks out key 

words and suggests images to 

illustrate your writing. Change your images, 

adjust their sizes and placement 

on screen, add background music and a voice-

over for your text and your video  

is ready to share! 


