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March Accomplishments 

⦁ Students have been working hard in their historical 

nonfiction writing essays on westward expansion. Some 

of the work that we have accomplished includes using 

maps to add geographical detail to our topics, quoting 

experts from secondary sources, and using quotes from 

primary sources to enrich the experience of the reader. 

A major talking point throughout our non-fiction 

writing unit has been the need to give credit to the 

authors we are using to research and gather information. 

This began as keeping track of all the resources we were 

using, but as our unit begins to come to a close, students 

learned what information needs to be gathered from a 

print or digital source and where to find it. This digital 

citizenship lesson was the foundation to a lifelong 

responsibility of giving authors credit by citing sources. 

⦁ What an amazing group of colonial craftsmen and 

women we have in fifth grade! I couldn’t be more 

excited about the three posters students turned in 

highlighting the tools and products of their chosen trade, 

and the awesome trade signs that accompanied them. 

Thank you for your support at home by helping with the 

reading and research, discussing their designs, fostering 

their creativity and keeping them on track throughout 

the three weeks.   

⦁ We received two letters from the Great Mail Race! 

During independent learning time each morning, 

students have the option to fill out a questionnaire about 

Botelle School and the town of Norfolk and send it out 

to schools around the country, hoping to get a 

questionnaire about their school in return. We were 

excited to learn about Paris Elementary School and 

Sagle Elementary in Idaho and put pins in our Great 

Mail Race map! 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
 

4/1: Early dismissal at 12 PM - Teacher PD  

       (bag lunch sent home)  

4/2: No school - Good Friday 

4/12 - 4/16: No School - Spring Break 

4/30: Geo Bee Finals!  

On the Horizon 
 

Dreambox Challenge: Botelle has registered for the 

Spring Math Challenge in Dreambox. When students 

complete five lessons per week throughout the challenge 

(March 22 - May 2), they will be eligible to win a 

weekly prize - the DreamPack (DreamBox drawstring 

backpack filled with a bracelet, earbuds, water bottle, 

color-in bandanna, pencil, Math Challenge certificate of 

achievement, winner pin, and stickers). There will also 

be a grand prize drawing at the end for students.  

In addition to the challenge hosted by Dreambox, 

Botelle is hosting its own Dreambox challenge. Students 

will be entered into a raffle each week at school, with the 

number of entries dependent on the number of lessons 

completed. Each Monday, three students from fifth and 

sixth grade will have their names pulled and be able to 

win more prizes.  

Science: Our final switch of the school year began on 

Monday and will explore matter and energy in 

organisms and ecosystems.   

Geo Bee Finals: Our Geo Bee finals have an official 

date - Friday April 30th! We are currently working on the 

best way to have family members watch from the 

comfort of their own home. Look for more details to 

come home soon!  
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Current Read Aloud 

Blood on the River by Elisa Carbone 

Learning how to plot on the 

coordinate grid by  

playing Battleship! 

 

Congrats Reid for earning the 

SOAR eagle for  

5th grade! 
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