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February Accomplishments 

⦁ Our place value unit in math culminated with 

converting measurements in both the customary system 

and metric system. We learned the prefixes kilo-, deci-, 

centi- and milli- mean 1,000, tenths, hundredths and 

thousandths respectively, and how to apply that 

knowledge to multiply or divide to convert to different 

units.   

⦁ We received two letters from the Great Mail Race! At 

the beginning of the year, we filled out a questionnaire 

about Botelle School and the town of Norfolk and sent 

them out to schools around the country, hoping to get a 

questionnaire about their school in return. We were 

excited to learn about Barstow Elementary in Maryland 

and Shepherd Elementary in Montana, and were excited 

to put our first two pins in our Great Mail Race map!   

⦁ Students have been working hard in their historical 

nonfiction writing essays on westward expansion. Some 

of the work that we have accomplished includes using 

maps to add geographical detail to our topics, quoting 

experts from secondary sources, and using quotes from 

primary sources to enrich the experience of the reader. 

⦁ Spelling lessons have officially started. Students will 

have a mini-lesson on Monday and have the rest of the 

week to work on the word sort and activity to practice 

that week’s spelling pattern.  

⦁ A tradition in fifth grade is hosting the March 

Madness Tournament of Books for the school. To 

prepare for this year’s tournament, students created the 

bracket and match ups by selecting numbered ping pong 

balls out of a hat that corresponded with a book. This 

created a completely original bracket unlike any others 

from the past six years. Then, we cut out the voting 

strips for the rest of the school and volunteers helped 

put all of the book names on the bulletin. Next up will 

be helping the younger students vote and counting the 

votes on Friday afternoons.  

 

Important Dates 
 

3/2: First week of the March Madness Tournament of    

        Books 

3/9: Spirit Week - Wacky Tacky 

3/10: Spirit Week - Beach Day 

3/11: Spirit Week - Grades in Shades (orange) 

3/11: Good News Gathering at 8:45 AM 

3/12: Spirit Week - Famous Folks  

3/13: Spirit Week - PJ Day  

3/13: 2nd Progress Report comes home 

3/17: Parent/Teacher Conferences from 4:30 - 7:10 PM  

3/19: Half day - Parent/Teacher  

         Conferences from 1:30 - 3:50 PM  

3/30: PTO Cultural Event -  

         African Drums and Dance at 9 AM 

On the Horizon 
 

Math: The next chapter fifth graders will tackle in math 

will be multiplying and dividing, with a focus on decimals. 

The state standards require fifth graders to learn the 

standard algorithm for multiplying (what we think of as the 

typical strategy), but it does not require them to be fluent in 

the standard algorithm for long division. Our focus will be 

on the partial product strategy, but for those students that 

feel comfortable practicing the standard long division 

strategy, I will be working to support them. Check out the 

partial products division strategy on the video I posted to 

Class Dojo.    

Reading: As our informational nonfiction lessons come to 

a close, we will be transitioning to biography book clubs! 

We’ll be taking a closer look at how biography authors 

organize their texts and common themes, no matter who the 

subject is.    
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Supporting Your Child at Home 

 Have your child practice proper typing habits once or twice a week with Typing Club  
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Current Read Aloud 

Blood on the River by Elisa Carbone 

We celebrated 

the 100th day of 

school in 

February by 

completing the 

Marshmallow 

Challenge! 

 

Congrats Merrick for earning 

the SOAR eagle for  

5th grade! 
 


