
Botelle Elementary School 
  

 

  

1st Week Accomplishments 

⦁ Our first week was full of learning procedures. We 

jumped rigth into learning normal routines for fifth 

grade, such as unpacking in the morning, options for 

independent learning before morning meeting, when 

and how to leave the room for the bathroom and 

water, transitioning from independent or group work 

back to whole class learning and packing back up at 

the end of the day. After a long summer we also 

reaccustomed ourselves with hallway behavior and 

how to enter a classroom. 

CONTINUED ON BACK  

On the Horizon 

Math: Our first math unit is just about to start! Students 

will be building on their knowledge of the measurement 

of area and multiplication facts to create an 

understanding of volume. 

Science: Our first switch to Mrs. Asselin’s class is 

scheduled for mid-October and will cover different 

systems in space, such as the relationship between the 

Earth, Moon and Sun. 

Social Studies: Our first social studies unit focuses on 

the different European countries establishing colonies in 

the Americas, with a focus on the British settlements of 

Roanoke, Jamestown and Plymouth and the interactions 

with Native Americans.  

Reading: The first few weeks of Readers Workshop 

centers around creating good reading habits and growing 

our reading lives. Tasks include making reading 

resolutions for the year, finding just right books, writing 

about reading and analyzing our reading log to make 

weekly goals.  

Writing: We’ll kick off writing with our personal 

narrative unit. Students will brainstorm meaningful past 

experiences and learn to tell that story with the 

techniques of descriptive and figurative language, 

dialogue, transitions and hooks.      
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Important Dates 

9/6: No school (Labor Day) 

9/10: PTO Ice Cream Social (5 PM) 

9/22: Open House (specific time  

         to be announced) 

10/1: First day of Socktober -  

         More info to come!  

Welcome! 

 

 Welcome to 5th Grade!  

This is the first in a series of monthly newsletters 

meant to be used in conjunction with Class Dojo to 

keep you up to date on your child’s education at 

Botelle. There are five sections to the newsletter:  

• Accomplishments - highlights some of the 

things we accomplished during the past month 

• One the Horizon - takes a peek at what is 

planned for the next month 

• Important Dates - gives you specific dates and 

times of events for your calendar 

• Current Read Aloud - shares what we’re 

reading together as a class 

• Supporting Your Child At Home - a tip to 

make the home-to-school connection smooth 

for you and your child   

I hope this proves useful in connecting with your 

child about what they are tackling in school. You can 

always find digital copies of my newsletters on the 

homepage of my website, which is linked from 

Botelle’s website.  
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Supporting Your Child at Home 

 Help your child get into the habit of sharing papers and their work that come home in the red folder 

in their binder.  

 

Current Read Aloud 

 I Am a Padawan  

 by Ashley Eckstein  

Get to Know Bella 
  

Favorite color: Purple 

Siblings: Mia and Blaine 

Pets: Dog, cat and fish 

Favorite food: Spaghetti  

Favorite dessert: Brownies 

Welcome!  
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Get to Know Gavin 
  

Birthday: January 15th 

Favorite color: Black 

Favorite food: Mac & cheese 

Dream vacation destination: Hawaii 

Pets: Three dogs  
 

1st Week Accomplishments Cont. 

⦁ I had a blast getting to know your children through a 

handful of get to know you activities. We started with 

a summer activity guessing game, where students 

wrote down one thing they did over the summer and 

the class had to guess who it was. Next, we played a 

game with M&Ms, with the color of the M&M pulled 

out of their package representing a different category 

of information to share with the class. We finished off 

last Friday with me modeling my About Me bag, and 

this week students will bring in their own About Me 

bags to show off what is most important to them.  

⦁ In our first three days, we were also able to have 

some team building experiences. We kicked it off 

Wednesday with the Marshmallow Challenge as a 5th 

grade class. Then, on Thursday and Friday we mixed 

5th and 6th graders for Saving Sam and cup stacking 

patterns. Check out ClassDojo for some pictures! 

⦁ As a huge Star Wars fan, I like to begin the year by 

reading I Am A Padawan, by Ashley Eckstein, on the 

first day of school. We use her experience in the Star 

Wars universe and the lessons she learns as a padawan 

to make connections with life and expectations as a 

fifth grade student at Botelle.   

 

Welcome to Botelle School  

Bella & Gavin! 
 


